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Information to Press 

The great Sumatra earthquake (Mw 9.1) of 26 December, 2004, was rated as the world’s second 

largest recorded earthquake. This earthquake generated a devastating tsunami, which caused 

unprecedented loss of life and damage to property in the Indian Ocean rim countries. This prompted 

Government of India to take the pioneering step of establishing Indian Tsunami Early Warning System 

with the nerve centre based out of ESSO-Indian National Centre for Ocean Information Services 

(INCOIS), an autonomous institute of Ministry of Earth Sciences. 

The state-of-the-art Indian Tsunami Early Warning Centre (ITEWC), established with all the 

necessary computational and communication infrastructure enables reception of real-time data from all 

the sensors, analysis of the data, generation and dissemination of tsunami advisories following a 

Standard Operating Procedure (SOP). Seismic and sea-level data are continuously monitored in the 

Early Warning Centre using a custom-built software application that generates alarms/alerts in the 

warning centre whenever a pre-set threshold is crossed. Tsunami warnings/alerts/ watches are then 

generated based on pre-set decision support rules and disseminated to the concerned authorities for 

action through email, fax, SMS, GTS and website. ITEWC is considered as one of the most modern 

tsunami warning centre in the world. Considering the performance of ITEWC, in October 2012, 

Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission (IOC) of UNESCO has designated ITEWC as the 

Tsunami Service Provider (TSP) for the entire Indian Ocean Region. Since then, ITEWC is providing 

tsunami advisories and related services to all countries on the Indian Ocean rim (25) countries. 

Regular Tsunami mock drills, Communication Tests and SOP workshops are being conducted to 

ensure failsafe dissemination of advisories, development of SOPs and to enhance the preparedness and 

response of communities to tsunami warnings. The upcoming Tsunami Mock Exercise (IOWave18 

Exercise - Indian Ocean wide Exercise) coordinated by Indian Ocean Tsunami Warning Mitigations 

System (IOTWMS) of IOC/UNESCO and scheduled to be conducted on 4 & 5 September, 2018. In 

India, the mock exercise will be coordinated by the ITEWC, INCOIS. This exercise provides an 

opportunity for disaster management authorities to exercise their operational lines of communications, 

exercise their SOP, review their tsunami warning and emergency response procedures, and to promote 

emergency preparedness.  

In preparation for the IOWave18 Tsunami Mock Exercise scheduled on 4 & 5 September 2018, 

INCOIS organising National workshop on a Tsunami Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) on 

10 August 2018 at INCOIS, Hyderabad. The purpose of this workshop is to (i) familiarize the 

Disaster Management Officials of Coastal States/UTs with the tsunami bulletins issued by INCOIS, 

(ii) understand their tsunami preparedness, (iii) facilitate improvement of their SOPs and (iv) provide 

briefing on mock tsunami exercise. 

Around 80 members from Disaster Management Offices (DMOs) of  Andaman & Nicobar Islands, 

Andhra Pradesh, Gujarat, Goa, Karnataka, Kerala, Maharashtra, Odisha, Tamil Nadu and West 

Bengal; NDMA, NDRF, Indian Navy, Coast guards, Army, Ports & Harbors officers were 

participating in the workshop. A Tabletop exercise is to conduct to the participants. The major 

objective of the exercise was to familiarize the participants with the products of the warning centre, 

their response to the advisories and how they communicate them to the next level for an action to be 

taken. This exercise provided an opportunity to evaluate their SOPs for tsunami warnings.   


