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Half of India's total population consists of small farmers and their families, and 85%  of all farms 
are less than two hectares. Plainly the situation of small farms is of enormous importance to the 
overall social wellbeing of India. 
It is well established that the small farmer was the pivot of India’s Green Revolution. In the 
decades of nineteen seventies to nineties, small farmers were earning reasonably well to support 
their families. However in the current scenario, the public investment in agriculture and rural 
development has declined from almost 20% during Green Revolution period  
to currently less than 10%.  Moreover, following the globalization and play of WTO, the small 
farmer is hit hardest and there are no matching policy changes towards protecting the economy of 
the small farmer. Most of the small farmers are in chronic debt trap due to lack of proper credit 
facilities. This miserable situation is leading to their sad and unfortunate suicides, which is a 
national tragedy. India is losing more than 2,000 farmers every day as they move away in search of 
livelihoods. Since1991the overall number of farmers dropped by 15 millions! 
The levels of income received by small farmer households were very low and not much higher 
than the minimum wages in agriculture stipulated by State governments.  
Ability of small holder farmer to be successful is hampered by such challenges as climate change, 
price shocks, limited financing options, and inadequate access to healthy and nutritious food. By 
overcoming these challenges, smallholders can move from subsistence to commercially oriented 
agricultural systems, increase his capacity to be successful and thereby help the nation’s economy 
too.  
Some of the measures that might bring about some improvement in the economy of small farmer 
are considered as under: 

 Make crop & animal production more efficient allowing diversification. 

 Empower smallholders with knowledge of technologies oriented towards novel & 
diversified systems of production: This involves training of farmers in new skills in out-of-
box agricultural activities viz.,mush-room production, honey production though through 
apiary technologies, seed production, inland fishery technologies etc., in addition to 
regular crop and animal production activites. 

 Enhance biodiversity of farm with productive tree plantations linked to animal production 

  Improving farmers’ income from non-farm sources that support farming,   

 Enhancing efficiency in the use of resources & geneating renwable inputs from within the 
farm    

 Minimizing the expenditures on non-renewable inputs,   

 Ensuring Remunerative price to farmers by providing direct linkages with markets and by 
cutting down the play of middle-men 

 Rescue more farmland / waste land management 

 Look after every small farmer in terms of availability of easy credit and marketing 

 Revitalize Extension net-work with direct linkages with farmers and 

 Research Centres / KVKs to be linked to small farms 
  There is a need to shift away from mono-cropping focused essentially on irrigated areas and 
move towards more stable crops and cropping systems for the dry lands, hills, tribal and other 
marginal areas . Dry land technology must be improved towards achieving long term sustainability 
with small farm holding in focus.  



The required level of investment for the development of marketing, storage and cold storage 
infrastructure is lacking. The government has not been able to implement schemes to raise 
investment in marketing infrastructure. Among these schemes are 'Construction of Rural 
Godowns', 'Market Research and Information Network', and 'Development / Strengthening 
of Agricultural Marketing Infrastructure, Grading and Standardisation. 
Financial viability and Priority issues within the Climate Change Response Strategy will have to be 
discussed with extreme events like unusually low or high rainfall, extremes in temperature, 
intense sunlight or wind like that of Phailin Cyclone in East Coast of India that caused harm to the 
crops and animals. Suitable horticultural species including some unconventional tree species with 
resilience to vagaries of weather; but  possessing soil enhancing properties and Carbon 
sequestration attributes have to find a place on small farms too.    
 
In view of the above sad  situation, the Retired ICAR Employees’ Association (RICAREA) in 
collaboration with Prof. Jaishankar Telangana State Agricultural University (PJTSAU) is conducting 
the Seminar on “Sustainability of Small Farmer in the Changing Agricultural Scenario”  
on 22-12-2018 at PJTSAU Seminar Hall at Rajendranagar. 
The Main Objective of the Seminar is to find concrete means and ways of EMPOEERING THE 
SMALL FARMER. Around ten top experts who have studied the problems of small Farmers and 
some successful small farmers are going to participate  in the Seminar 
The papers to be presented at the above Seminar and the recommendations that would emerge 
are expected to throw more new light  and come up with concrete guidelines in ameliorating the 
situation of the small farmers.  
 
  
  
  


